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 The Accelerator
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER  – THE ROTARY CLUB OF PITTSFORD

Meets every Wednesday - Hicks & McCarthy @ 7 a.m.                        September 12, 2001

Editor- in-Chief Emeritus: Ray Robbins
Publisher: Deborah Zobel

This Week’s Staff Editor: Rick Haverty

TODAY'S ROTARY TEAM            Presiding:  Gaven Hurley          Invocation:  Bob Thompson
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Today’s meeting reminded us that Rotarians are international ambassadors of peace.  We pray for those effected by yesterday’s acts of terrorism and those involved in the aftermath.  If you haven’t already given blood, the Red Cross can be reached at 1-800-GIVE LIFE.  Here are some locations…
9/13/01, 11am-4pm, Pittsford, Nazareth College 4245 East Avenue
9/14/01, 9am-6pm, Henrietta, Dome Arena (Monroe County Fairgrounds)
9/15/01, 8am-1pm, Perinton, Perinton Hills Mall (Next to Ruby Tuesday's)
[image: image4.wmf]KYM – “Know Your Member” Matt Wahl tells us about himself and gives away a precious gem!

Story below.

VISITING ROTARIANS/GUESTS: Jennel Clark, a past exchange student now with Canandaigua National Bank.  Kathy Bills  - for the last time, as she becomes an official new member today.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Introduction of Guests:  We will be starting a new process to introduce guests and visiting Rotarians (thanks to Peter Crooker for finding this during a make-up visit to another Rotary club).   Club members sitting with guests will be responsible for finding out a little about the guest(s) and introducing them to the club.  It would also help if you could provide the names, with correct spelling, and hometowns of the guests to the Accelerator editor.  This will be a responsibility of all club members.  After all, we are the “Friendly” club.

Accelerator / Placemat Ads:  Lou Christakos is collecting from this year’s sponsors.  The price is $60 for the year.  The place mats will be used at the pancake supper and golf tournament at a minimum.  The Accelerator distribution is increasing as well – so help out the club.

Eastern Cities Dinner:  The dinner is scheduled for November 12th at Riverside Convention Center.  Gaven has positioned us for the “good seats” this year.  Price is $37.50.  Richard King will be the keynote speaker.  A signup sheet was circulated to get an idea of how many people are coming.  If your name (and spouse’s if you plan to come as a couple) were not on the list please let Gaven know so he has a count of how many good seats we’ll need.  Latecomers sit near the kitchen!
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New Member Induction:  Kathy Bills was ceremoniously inducted into the club this morning.  Kathy works at the Brighton-Pittsford Post and resides in Webster.  We welcome her as our newest member.

Pittsford Little League:  Sent acknowledgements for our support this past year.

Interact:  Our local Interact club is having a membership drive.  Charlie passed out some brochures.  If you know anyone from 14 to 18 years old (high school age) ask if they’d like to join.  See Charlie Richardson or Pat Mallory for more information.

Board Meeting Minutes:  Attached to this week’s Accelerator.

Board Members:  Please let Gaven know if there is a preferred day and time for board meetings.
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Presents

HOW TO SUCCEED IN BUSINESS WITHOUT REALLY TRYING

Pittsford Musicals:  Friday November 9th – Show at 8:00PM.  Tickets for Pittsford Musicals are $13 each.  Checks should be made out to Bob Brown (he has already purchased a block of tickets).  If you’d like to join us for dinner it’s at Locust Hill at 5:00PM.  Our hosts will be the Harleys.  Ordering - and paying - will be off the menu.
TODAY'S PROGRAM:  Matt Wahl “the jeweler” told us a bit about himself and the history of Forsythe Jewelers.  Matt was a civil engineer, laid pipe, remodeled homes and did other handy things that made him attractive to his (then future) wife.  Attended (and luckily graduated) the Gemological Institute of America in New York City.  They have one child, 11-year-old son Anders.  Matt has been active in community service through the First Episcopal Church in Pittsford.  He was also on the board of Pittsford Colonial Days.  Matt used his engineering background to manage a cross-country trip with his family in a small convertible.  He’s willing to show anyone how he accomplished that fete.  Matt gave out handy calendars to remind us of anniversaries, birthdays and so on – times you might want to pick up something that glitters – gift wrapped of course.  As a special prize Matt had marked one of the calendars.  The winner, Bill Pieper got a 10pt diamond!  The couple didn’t announce a date  ;-)
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ROTARY INFORMATION:  ROTARACT

Continuing with Rotary “New Generations” month, here is some information about Rotaract. 

Rotaract - which is an acronym for “Rotary in Action”, was founded in 1968 as a branch of Rotary for young people of both sexes between the ages of eighteen and twenty-eight. The age limit was later extended to make it eighteen to thirty. 

Membership in Rotary clubs grew by 0.67 percent from 30 June 2000 to 30 June 2001.  But Rotaract, Rotary’s Partners in Service tallied even more sizable gains, 2.9 percent.  The biggest gains were in India, where Rotary clubs chartered 68 Rotaract clubs last year. 

A total of 196 new Rotaract clubs last year increased the number to 7,008 clubs in 151 countries, with an estimated 161,184 members ages 18-30.  Rotaract clubs debuted last year in Belarus, Mongolia, Papua New Guinea, and Moldova. Rotary club sponsors number 5,988. 

RI leaders at the San Antonio Convention lauded the growth in Rotary’s Partners in Service programs, noting the potential for future growth in Rotary membership as well as the expanded opportunities for service that the programs afford. 

Under the Standard Club constitution, all Rotary clubs should have a Rotaract liaison Officer, whether or not they have an active Rotaract Club, as a point of contact for extension, and as liaison.  Once established on the right lines, Rotaract Clubs become a great source of inspiration to the sponsoring Rotary Club, and hopefully a source of renewal for Rotary itself.
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Happy (or sad) Dollars:  Peter Crooker had a couple of grandchildren with birthdays.  There were a few positive stories about people who were luckily not in the World Trade Center yesterday.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK:   "May you live every day of your life.”  - Jonathan Swift

JUST FOR FUN:  With apologies to Matt Wahl…

A guy bought his wife a beautiful diamond ring for Christmas.   A friend of his said, "I thought she wanted one of those snazzy 4-wheel drive vehicles."  "She did," he replied, "But where in the world was I going to find a fake jeep!!"

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
FUTURE PROGRAMS:
Online calendar can be found at - http://clubs.yahoo.com/clubs/rotaryclubofpittsfordny
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * NEXT WEEK * * * * * * * * * * * * * * **

19 Sep: < Tim Hayes > Donna Hepburn’s visit was postponed for now.  We will hear instead from Jim D’Aiello with our second KYM meeting this month.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
26 Sep:  < Rick Haverty > David Mammano – Editor of Next Step Magazine – a locally based periodical geared toward high school kids.

29 Sep (Saturday):  Membership Training

3 Oct:  < Ken Smith > NY State Senator James Alesi

10 Oct:  < Hon. Ray Cornelius > Monroe County Legislator Bill Smith

17 Oct:  < Dave Spaker > TBD

24 Oct: < Matthew Wahl > Cher Neidermeir from the Ronald McDonald House will talk to us.

6 Nov (Tuesday 3:00PM – 7:30PM): Pancake Supper (No meeting on the 7th).  Sell plenty of tickets – make many pancakes – have a blast!

10 Nov (Saturday 7:30 – 4:30): Rotary Leadership Institute.  See Gaven if you’re interested in attending

12 Nov: (Monday evening): Eastern Cities Dinner.  This will be in lieu of this week’s breakfast meeting.  You are encouraged to attend and hear keynote speaker Richard King – President of Rotary International.

14 Nov:  No Meeting Today – Eastern Cities Dinner replaces our weekly venue

5 Dec: (Wednesday Evening – no morning meeting): 19 Church Street Christmas Dinner
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Board Meeting Minutes – Held Monday 9/10/01 at Amica

Board members present: Gaven Hurley, Roger Zaenglein, Bob Thompson, Rick Haverty, John Bernacki

Others attending: Jim Murphy, Peter Crooker

Roger gave the treasurer’s report.  Items in question regarding the golf tournament have been sorted out.  The tournament raised about $7,500 (as originally reported by Bob Thompson).  About $2200 of that amount was realized in the last fiscal year.

All but two members have paid their annual dues – a call will go out to them.

We paid out $1,500 to the Talking Library project supported by the District.

Peter Crooker has been looking into a new portable display board with the objective of getting one before the Pancake supper.  Based on Peter’s research the cost – including a carrying case – may be higher than the $300 approved last month.  The board amended last month’s motion to increase the amount of money allocated to this to a not to exceed amount of $450 and asked Peter to make the acquisition as soon as possible.

Peter has also been in contact with the Canal Trailway organization.  The board passed a motion to adopt the 1.8 miles of canal trail south of the village.  Peter will indicate our desire to adopt that part of the trail and follow up with more information for the club.

There was a discussion about doing the Canal cleanup as a joint project with Interact.  The board was not receptive.  Gaven suggested we ask the Interact group if they would be interested in working with us on the dictionary project instead.  A determination was not reached and the issue was tabled for the time being.

There was no report on the need for the dictionary project from the literacy committee.

We will be hearing from a representative from the Ronald McDonald House on October 24th.  After that meeting the board will consider activities we may undertake to support that project.

The board is asking Eric Perlman and Jim D’Aiello to explore the possibilities and define a program for our club to work with Habitat for Humanity.

Bob Thompson asked that we have annual plans from each of the committee chairs and written monthly updates.  Also reports from RI and district meetings our members attend – such as the meeting in Toronto and at the Sagamore.

Peter Crooker mentioned that he saw, and liked, the way guests were introduced and treated at other Rotary Clubs he’s been to.  See this week’s Accelerator for details.

The need to have more “hands-on” projects was brought up.  In addition to those mentioned above we talked about revitalizing a few existing projects.  The food pantry and Green Acres were mentioned in particular.

The board will look into the Pancake supper to make sure planning is underway.
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