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    The Accelerator
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER  – THE ROTARY CLUB OF PITTSFORD, NY

Meets every Wednesday - Hicks & McCarthy @ 7:15 am                                July 31, 2002

Editor-in-Chief Emeritus: Ray Robbins                                                  Publisher: Marilyn Martin

This Week’s Staff Editor: Rick Haverty
TODAY'S ROTARY TEAM           Presiding:  Lou Christakos     Invocation:  Marjorie Bleeg

***** JULY IS ROTARY LITERACY MONTH *****
First Club Assembly of the Year (story below)

Don’t Forget the Road Cleanup Saturday – Firemen’s Concert Tuesday – and Haccamo Carnival on Wednesday!

VISITING ROTARIANS / GUESTS:  Marjorie Bleeg (Brighton), Bill Rehoff (Webster), Jim Cameron (Prospective member)
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MEMBER NEWS

Please forward any member news to Rick Haverty – email, phone, and napkins all work.

Pete Crooker sent a postcard from Maine kind of whining that it wasn’t all Lobstahs and Clambakes, but lots of flies too.  I suppose they gather around the empty lobster shells??  Pete expects to be back in time for next week’s meeting.
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Roger Zaenglein returned from his biking trip he and Nancy took in Austria.  He looked refreshed and ready to go.  At the end of the meeting he was inundated with well wishers – all of who had receipts for club reimbursements!  We were happy to see you back Roger with or with the club checkbook.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

GOLF TOURNAMENT UPDATE:  We had about 98 golfers and 127 total dinner guests.  Bob Thompson provided a report on club operations but wanted to reserve the financial report for Pat Mallery who was away on a business trip this week.  Speculation is that we exceeded last year’s record.  We will take the opportunity once again though to thank everyone who participated (which should be everyone in the club) and our wonderful sponsors.  A few notables from the weekend:

Winning Woman’s Team – Coleen Emblidge (and her band of rabble rousers) with an 81.

Winning Men’s Team – Greg Schroth (just eeking it out over Haverty’s team) with a 60.

Winning Mixed Team – Barbara DeVito with a 62.

Longest drives went to Jeff Burke and Amanda DeVito

Closest putts were Ralph Agone (5’4”) and Carla Vosler (33’ 9”)

The putting contest was won by Rick “the touch” Haverty with a combined 86” from the three holes.

The Buick Century is safely back in Phieler’s show room.  Rumor is there was one shot inside six feet on that (17th) hole. 

If anyone would like a copy of the program to give to or show a sponsor, there are a few left over.  Please contact Rick Haverty.

RED WINGS GAME: ROTARY NIGHT * FRIDAY, AUGUST 2 * FRONTIER FIELD – This event will cap off a very busy Rotary week.  Meet at the end of the first base concourse “sweet spot.”  I think that’s where the cotton candy, Sno-cone & fried dough concession is.  Come see Jim Kubarek carry our banner.  Lou encouraged everyone to join the pre-game march around the field.

ROAD CLEAN UP: Our next Road Cleanup is scheduled for THIS Saturday August 3rd at 8:00am.  We’ll meet at the Little League Field for assignments (and those great looking orange vests).

CAMP HACCAMO FIREMAN’S BAND CONCERT:  This event is scheduled for Tuesday evening August 6th.  A sign up sheet was passed around during this mornings meeting.  If you missed it please let Elthea King know.  The band starts at 6:00PM.

CAMP HACCAMO CARNIVAL:  We have volunteers signed up for all the stations, but feel free to join in and give someone else a break.  The carnival date is Wednesday evening August 7th.  It runs from 6:00PM to 8:00PM.

THANK YOU:  Lou read a thank you note from Martha MacKensie for the $1,000 service award we gave her earlier this year.  It was great to hear the award was appreciated.
Special Olympics this Saturday:  A “Unified” softball game with special Olympians, Rotarians, Interacters, and families will take place this Saturday from 8:00-2:30 at the Brighton high School field.  If you’re not coming to the Road Cleanup this sounds like a worthwhile way to spend a Saturday with family and friends.  People who are interested, can sign up for this by either calling Marian Turner at the Special Olympics office at tel.no: 586-7400 or send her an e-mail by Friday at: mturner@mcspecialolympics.org .

LOST NOTEBOOK:  Bob Thompson found a black spiral bound notebook at the golf tournament.  It appears to belong to a Club member.  Would the owner please let Bob know so the book can be returned.
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FEATURES
TODAY'S PROGRAM:  We held a club assembly today.  The format presented a forum for members to present new ideas or suggest ways to improve existing practices.  These items will be brought up at a board meeting and actions taken as appropriate.  Lou started us off by asking if we should we have our regularly scheduled morning meeting on the same day as the Eastern Cities Dinner or promote the dinner as our meeting that week?  Members who were present seemed pretty evenly split (especially Elthea King who voted yes both times).  Ric Juszkiewicz suggested that Happy dollars be a more regular part of every meeting and that it be during breakfast (to make sure there’s time).  There was a very positive response to both aspects of this idea.  Ric also suggested more (some) singing at each meeting.  There were other positive comments about this, but no vote was taken.  Beans Bement brought up the idea of fixed fines and reinstituting them in our club – either instead of or on top of Happy Dollars.  He noted for example that a new car could be a $2 fine and so on.  It was hard to tell (at least for me) what the general consensus was on this item, but speaking to people after the meeting it seemed like combining fines with Happy Dollars might work well.  Bob Thompson brought up several items.  He suggested that as a standard we expect written reports when a club member attends a Rotary learning event.  He suggested that we publish board minutes to the entire club within ten days of the board meeting.  He also asked that members take the initiative to complete responsibilities they have signed up for without waiting for the committee chair to remind them.  There have apparently been cases where people thought they were signing up to help out when in fact they were expected to lead an activity.  No further discussion was recorded about these items.  Gerry Vesling brought up a question about Green Acres.  He noted that we seem to be lacking a plan or focus there.  Basically he asked if we were staying involved with Green Acres or not.  Lou suggested that Bill Pieper should get together with the Green Acres committee and address the topic.  The club in general seemed to have an interest in the club being involved with Green Acres.  Lou asked about club support for Rotaract.  Jennel Clark spoke up about it being a great service for students as it gives them an opportunity to participate in the community.  She spoke from past (recent) experience.  We didn’t take a vote on this, but there were only positive comments.  Several people brought up the lack of food on the shelves of the food cupboard.  Eric Perlman has taken care of replenishing our mayonnaise shelf but there seemed to be a strong desire to help in a more general way.  Rick Haverty suggested we consider a food drive to help fill in one of the seasonal lulls the cupboard experiences.  I’m thinking an end of August / early September clean out you cottage theme?  We will need to speak with Kelly Gilman about the best time for us to do something.

A general note:  Our club is run for and by it’s members.  If you have an idea or suggestion please feel free to bring it up with the club president or any member of the board.  All members are welcome to attend board meetings.  They are held immediately following our regular meeting on the second Wednesday of each month.  If you have an item you would like on the board meeting agenda please contact the club president in advance. 

ROTARY INFORMATION:  Some New York Rotary History

New York State is home to 5 of the first 100 Rotary clubs.  New York City was the 6th club.  Buffalo was #28 in 1911.  Rochester was #36 and came on board a year after Buffalo.  Just a few months later Syracuse became the 42nd Rotary club.  Albany rounds out the NY top 100 joining in 1913 as club #68.  The first “international” club was Winnipeg as club #35 way back in 1910 – just five years after it all started in Chicago.  The New York City club calls itself the “Host Club of America.”  It was formed in 1909 at the suggestion of a member of the San Francisco Rotary club.
HAPPY (or sad) DOLLARS:  Jackie Swift dropped a dollar for Jennel’s wedding (this weekend).  I suppose that means Jennel won’t be at the road cleanup??  Ric Juszkiewicz’s gave a warning that his daughter has received her drivers’ license.  Rick Haverty for landing a great job with Xerox.  Roger Zaenglein for the fantastic biking trip he just took along the Blue Danube in Austria.  Lou kicked in a buck because after all that biking Roger could still sit in a chair.  Bob Vukosic met a former classmate who he hadn’t seen in 50 years and found out that he (the former classmate) is Dave Spaker’s father-in-law!

50/50 WINNER:  President Lou “Enron” Christakos took another 50/50 pot by picking his won number.  In addition, Frank Burns later admitted that he gypped Lou $1 because he didn’t have exact change.  The SEC has been informed and an investigation is pending.  Hank Ferris will be representing Lou while John Bernacki will defend the club.  The Honorable Judge Raymond Cornelius will preside.  What is this country coming too??

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:  “Slight not what is near though aiming at what is far.”  - Euripides
JUST FOR FUN:  The Big Golf Match (obviously dated by the names)
The Pope met with his Cardinals to discuss a proposal from Benjamin Netanyahu, the leader of Israel.  "Your Holiness,” said one of his Cardinals, Mr. Netanyahu wants to challenge you to a game of golf to show the friendship and ecumenical spirit shared by the Jewish and Catholic faiths."

The Pope thought this was a good idea, but he had never held a golf club in his hand.  "Don't we have a Cardinal to represent me?" he asked.

"None that plays very well," a Cardinal replied.  "But," he added, "there is a man named Jack Nicklaus, an American golfer who is a devout Catholic.  We can offer to make him a Cardinal, and then ask him to play Mr. Netanyahu as your personal representative.  In addition, to showing our spirit of cooperation, we'll also win the match."

Everyone agreed it was a good idea.  The call was made.  Of course, Nicklaus was honored and agreed to play.  The day after the match, Nicklaus reported to the Vatican to inform the Pope of the result.  "I have some good news and some bad news, your Holiness, " said the golfer.  “  Tell me the good news first, Cardinal Nicklaus," said the Pope.

"Well, your Holiness, I don't like to brag, but even though I've played some pretty terrific rounds of golf in my life, this was the best I have ever played, by far.  I must have been inspired from above.  My drives were long and true, my irons were accurate and purposeful, and my putting was perfect.  With all due respect, my play was truly miraculous.

"There's bad news?” the Pope asked.

"Yes," Nicklaus sighed.  "I lost to Rabbi Tiger Woods by three strokes."

UPCOMING EVENTS AND VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
August 2 – Red Wings game & 50/50 raffle booth staffing.  Peggy Martin is organizing.

August 3 – Road Cleanup @ 8:00AM – East Street Little League Park

August 6 – Camp Haccamo Fireman’s Band Concert – See Elthea King for details.

August 7 – Camp Haccamo Carnival – See Rick Haverty if you’d like to volunteer.

On-Going – Pittsford Food Cupboard, 2-hour shifts on Tuesdays or Fridays between 10:00am and 2:00pm and special events. 


OTHER CLUB / DISTRICT EVENTS

August 2 - District 7120 Night at Frontier Field.  See Peggy Martin for tickets at $8.00 each   Game time 7:05 PM. Rotary clubs to march on field at 6:30 PM.  Autographed Red Wings Jersey being raffled with proceeds to Literary Volunteers.  Contact Norm Boughton for tickets at 315-986-3141 or nbought1@rochester.rr.com 

August 12 - Rush Henrietta, 27th Annual Golf Tournament, Clifton Springs Country Club.  1PM shotgun $95.00 per golfer.  Tee prizes, range balls, 18 holes on magnificent golf course with cart and dinner.  Handicap, Calloway, and scramble divisions.  Info Norm Boughton – < mailto:nbought1@rochester.rr.com > or 315-986-3141 

October 30  - Eastern Cities Fellowship Dinner at the Riverside Convention Center.  Keynote speaker will be 2002-2003 RI President Bhichai Rattakul.  The Rotary Club of Rochester hosts this event.


FUTURE PROGRAMS

Name in brackets is the greeter, speakers follow.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * NEXT WEEK * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

7 August: < Peggy Martin > Pittsford Historian Audrey Johnson

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
14 August:  < Pat Mallery > Assistant District Governor Mary Lou Coene will visit our club.

21 August: < Ric Juszkiewicz > TBD

28 August: < Jim Murphy > TBD

4 September: < Gerry Vesling > Don Alhart – District Governor




















Jim D’Aiello readies his team for the 18th annual Doug Emblidge Classic
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The Rotary Club of Pittsford, New York		1-800-867-0513 extension 388


    2002-2003 Club Officers					2002-2003 Board of Directors


     President - Lou Christakos					Bob Thompson – Club Service


     President Elect – Rick Haverty				Jim D’Aiello – Community Service


     Vice President – John Bernacki				     Jim Murphy – Fund Raising


     Secretary – Jackie Swift					     Pete Crooker – Service Projects (Pittsford)


     Treasurer – Roger Zaenglein					Pat Mallery – Vocational Service


     Sergeant-At-Arms – Frank Burns				Jennel Clark– International Service


     SAA Assistant – Kathy Bills		 			Gaven Hurley – Past President


     Recording Secretary – Peggy Martin
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