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    The Accelerator
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER  – THE ROTARY CLUB OF PITTSFORD, NY

Meets every Wednesday - Hicks & McCarthy @ 7:15 am                                July 17, 2002

Editor-in-Chief Emeritus: Ray Robbins                                                  Publisher: Marilyn Martin

This Week’s Staff Editor: Rick Haverty
TODAY'S ROTARY TEAM           Presiding:  Lou Christakos        Invocation:  Ray Cornelius

***** JULY IS ROTARY LITERACY MONTH *****
Matt Wahl – A mission trip to Africa (story below)  
VISITING ROTARIANS/GUESTS:  Ken Stedman (Geneva) Tom Welgen (Fairport), Norm Boughton (Rush-Henrietta), Kevin Lane (Prospective member), Dr. Dan Klein (Fairport), and Jim Cameron (Prospective member).
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MEMBER NEWS

After a nice visit to Cooperstown, Pete Crooker continued on to Damariscotta, Maine.  He’ll be spending the next several weeks there – actually most of the summer.  Isn’t that the same place they send people in the witness protection program Pete? 
Roger Zaenglein and wife Nancy are cycling in Germany and Austria.  Roger said we didn’t collect enough money last year for him to rent a car!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

RED WINGS GAME: ROTARY NIGHT * FRIDAY, AUGUST 2 * FRONTIER FIELD
Norm Boughton brought along the autographed Red Wings jersey that’s being raffled off at the game.  100% of the raffle proceeds will be going to literacy volunteers.  Peggy Martin needs five volunteers to run the 50/50 raffle at the game.

Red Wings take on Ottawa Lynx at 7:05 - Parade of Rotarians starts at 6:15 pm

TICKETS ARE  -  $8.00 apiece - $3.50 will directly go back to our Interact Club.

Tickets on sale until July 17th and will be distributed by July 31st.

DUES ARE DUE:  July is the start of our Rotary year.  The $150 annual dues can be sent directly to Roger Zaenglein.    

Golf Tournament Update:  Bob Thompson spoke about the status of the scramble and job assignments.  The primary pushes right now are for golfers to be signed up and prizes to be collected.

HATS ARE HERE:  Matt Wahl brought our hats this week.  Anyone not present can pick theirs up at the next meeting.  For those who ordered shirts, they are being worked on and will be ready soon.  Matt noted a thank you was in order for Pete Crooker for lining these items up.

ROTARY MOMENT:  Gaven talked about Rotary discounts and what we should (not) expect from fellow Rotary members.  
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FEATURES
TODAY'S PROGRAM:  

ROTARY INFORMATION:  

	Rotary History Library

	Early Critics

	
Over the years, there have been many criticisms of the Rotary movement, some of the most scathing coming in the pages of Rotary's own journals. Even Paul Harris, so it is said, was somewhat disillusioned by the way in which his original club refused to allow development elsewhere.  He was also less than happy that it had become a self-help organization with a 'transaction register' of deals, a far cry from his conception of a club to work for the community in which it was based.  This, almost inevitably, was heavily criticized by some people and was lampooned in plays and books, perhaps most successfully by Sinclair Lewis (right) in 'Babbitt'. Here Rotary was barely disguised as the ‘Boosters’.

H. L. MenckenOther literary figures have also commented on Rotary.   G. K. Chestertonfrequently made disparaging comment in his writings, so much so that  in a speech in New York, once said that he did "not dislike Rotarianism with the fury of H. L. Mencken (left) or Sinclair Lewis, but I agree with them that it is a form of comradeship that is gross, common, vainglorious, blatant, sentimental and, in a word, caddish.”  It was Chesterton, indeed, who described the 1930s as 'This Rotarian Age'.  Four years later Paul Harris actually used this as the title of a book.  On another occasion, Sinclair Lewis wrote that "a Boy Scout is a young Rotarian and a Rotarian is a Boy Scout in long trousers."

A more gentle description of a Rotary meal came from D. B. Wyndham Lewis writing in [image: image6.wmf] 

the 'News Chronicle' as Timothy Shy, who wrote about "Lunching with a gang of idealistic business men the other day, we noted a new routine.  Before the cry "Service not Self", all the doors were locked.  The usual panic rush of listeners to safety was thus made impossible.”  Later he wrote about "slightly woozy Rotarians singing 'For He's a Jolly Good Fellow'".  George Bernard Shaw, famously and erroneously, declined an invitation to address a conference, writing, "I can tell where Rotary is going without traveling to Edinburgh to find out.  It is going to lunch; and that is as far as it will ever get in this country."

It would be interesting to hear of other writings and occasions on which comments on Rotary were made.

Based on 'Towards My Neighbour' by C.R. Hewitt published by Longman Green in 1950.

Basil Lewis – Rotary Historian


HAPPY (or sad) DOLLARS:  .

50/50 WINNER:  
QUOTE OF THE WEEK:  "There are only two ways to live your life.  One is as though nothing is a miracle.  The other is as though everything is a miracle."  - Albert Einstein
JUST FOR FUN:  A TRIP TO THE DENTIST…

One day, a man walks into a dentist's office and asks how much it will cost to extract wisdom teeth.

"Eighty dollars," the dentist says.

"That's a ridiculous amount," the man says.  "Isn't there a cheaper way?"

"Well," the dentist says, "if you don't use an anesthetic, I can knock it down to $60."

"That's still too expensive," the man says.

"Okay," says the dentist.  "If I save on anesthesia and simply rip the teeth out with a pair of pliers, I could get away with charging $20."

"Nope," moans the man, "it's still too much."

"Hmm," says the dentist, scratching his head.  "If I let one of my students do it for the experience, don’t use an anesthetic, and they just rip them out with pliers, I suppose I could charge you just $10."

"Marvelous," says the man, "book my wife for next Tuesday!"
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
All spring – Pittsford Rotary Golf Tournament – See Patrick Mallery if you don’t have an assignment

July 27 – Doug Emblidge Classic golf tournament at Shadow Lake & Shadow Pines

August 2 – Red Wings game & 50/50 raffle booth staffing.  Peggy Martin is organizing.

August 7 – Camp Haccamo Carnival – See Rick Haverty if you’d like to volunteer.

On-Going – Pittsford Food Cupboard, 2-hour shifts on Tuesdays or Fridays between 10:00am and 2:00pm and special events. 


OTHER CLUB / DISTRICT EVENTS

July 19, 20, & 21 - Annual Hornell Rotary Club Summer Musical.  - Hornell High School.  “A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum.”  Times: July 19 & 20 @ 7:30PM, July 21 @ 2:00PM.  Contact a Hornell Rotarian for tickets. 

July 29 - Honeoye Lake Rotary Club - Annual Camp Honeoye/CISCO Golf Tournament.  Island Oaks Course at The Lima Country Club.  Lunch, steak dinner, cart, and a drawing for great prizes.  Register with Johnjr@rochester.rr.com or serendipitybob@prodigy.net 

August 2 - District 7120 Night at Frontier Field.  See Peggy Martin for tickets at $8.00 each   Game time 7:05 PM. Rotary clubs to march on field at 6:30 PM.  Autographed Red Wings Jersey being raffled with proceeds to Literary Volunteers.  Contact Norm Boughton for tickets at 315-986-3141 or nbought1@rochester.rr.com 

August 12 - Rush Henrietta, 27th Annual Golf Tournament, Clifton Springs Country Club.  1PM shotgun $95.00 per golfer.  Tee prizes, range balls, 18 holes on magnificent golf course with cart and dinner.  Handicap, Calloway, and scramble divisions.  Info Norm Boughton – < mailto:nbought1@rochester.rr.com > or 315-986-3141 


FUTURE PROGRAMS

Name in brackets is the greeter, speakers follow.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * NEXT WEEK * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

24 July: < Ken Smith > Channel 13 Meteorologist Glenn Johnson.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
31 July: < Chuck Richardson  > TBD

7 August: < Peggy Martin > TBD

14 August:  < Pat Mallery > Assistant District Governor Mary Lou Coene will visit our club.
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The Rotary Club of Pittsford, New York		1-800-867-0513 extension 388


    2002-2003 Club Officers					2002-2003 Board of Directors


     President - Lou Christakos					Bob Thompson – Club Service


     President Elect – Rick Haverty				Jim D’Aiello – Community Service


     Vice President – John Bernacki				     Jim Murphy – Fund Raising


     Secretary – Jackie Swift					     Pete Crooker – Service Projects (Pittsford)


     Treasurer – Roger Zaenglein					Pat Mallery – Vocational Service


     Sergeant-At-Arms – Frank Burns				Jennel Clark– International Service


     SAA Assistant – Kathy Bills		 			Gaven Hurley – Past President


     Recording Secretary – Peggy Martin
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