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    The Accelerator
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER  – THE ROTARY CLUB OF PITTSFORD, NY

Meets every Wednesday - Hicks & McCarthy @ 7:15 am                            March 6, 2002

Editor-in-Chief Emeritus: Ray Robbins                                                    Publisher: Carol Tastor

This Week’s Staff Editor: Rick Haverty
TODAY'S ROTARY TEAM           Presiding:  Gaven Hurley          Invocation:  Pete Crooker
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Lynda Howland, world traveler, amateur photographer, and philanthropist (Story below)

VISITING ROTARIANS/GUESTS:  Ken Stedman (Geneva), Steven Robbins (Greece), Victoria Visiko (Prospective member), Jim Kubarek (Prospective member), Dan Buccieri (Prospective member)

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Member Travels:  The Vesling’s just completed more than a week of deja vu parenting.  Caring for their three grand children – ages 10, 7 and 2 in California.   Gerry and BJ took care of the kids while son Rob and his wife took a little trip to Hawaii.  Don’t feel too bad; they’re in Thousand Oaks, CA.

John Branch 1912-2002:  John passed away the first of March just short of his 90th birthday.  He was our first Paul Harris recipient, and a long time member and friend of the Pittsford Rotary.  John was president of the East Rochester club and joined our club when he and his wife Carolyn moved to Pittsford.  He also became club president here (1966-1967).  The Branches took in many exchange students over the years and did some traveling later in life to visit those students in their home countries.  After Carolyn passed away John remarried and moved to Asheville, North Carolina.  He has stayed in touch with several members and always looked forward to getting his copy of the Accelerator.  We have lost a good firend and Rotary has lost a fine example.  If you would like to send your condolences you may address them to:

Mrs. John Branch

34A Larkspur Court

Asheville, NC 28805

Board Meeting: There will be a board meeting next week following the regular meeting.

Prospective Member:  We have published the name of Jim Kubarek before, but Ray Robbins has now given him his “official” Rotary information and asked me to post this more formally.  Bill Pieper, his co-worker at Re/Max where he sells real estate, proposed Jim.  Jim and his wife Marcia live in Penfield.  They have two grown children.  Any objections to Jim as a new member should be submitted in writing to Gaven by March 18th.

District Assembly:  The District Assembly will be held Saturday morning, March 23rd in Geneseo.  All officers (incoming), new members and members who want to learn more and meet members of other clubs should plan on coming.  We will car pool down.  The club pays the tuition / fee.  We have at least twelve members already signed up to go.

District Conference:  Our District 7120 conference will be held April 12-14 at Lancaster Host Hotel in Lancaster, PA.   John Bernacki still has a number of information packets – please see him if you still need one.  He’s getting tired of lugging them to the meeting.  Speaking of John, he has moved into his new house.  I think he’s vowed not to give us the address!  Gaven is worried that he’s moved further away from Hick’s and McCarthy and may not make the next meeting until after 8:00AM.
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Golf Tournament Update:  Pat Mallery gave a complete update on sponsors at this morning’s meeting.  There are already sixteen hole sponsors signed on.  Here are the new ones since last report:

Merrill Lynch (Chris Leone)
Rochester Chiropractic Group (Eric Perlman)
John Bernacki, Attorney & Counselor
Supreme Court Judge Raymond Cornelius
Kevin Henderson Financial Planning
Zornow Funeral Home (Chris Lawrence)
Brian Marcellus
Forsythe Jewelers (Matt Wahl)
Roger Zaenglein, C.P.A.
Harbor View Inn, Seward, Alaska (Elthea King)
The new decals are here!  All sponsors / donors will be given a Sponsor decal to display on their storefront (or place of their choice).  They are designed to be mounted on the inside of a window and have low-tack adhesive so they can be removed without leaving a residue.  Chris Leone has a small supply and there are more on the way.  There are four types, one each for Platinum and Gold sponsors, one for hole sponsors, and one for everything else (door prizes, ads, etc.).  The decal shown here is actual size and for a hole sponsor.

High School Play: Harvey Williams of the newly formed Pittsford Sutherland Interact club is in this year’s school play and is selling tickets.  The play will be “Carousel” – a musical set in Maine.  It will be performed from March 21 – 23 at 8:00PM each evening.  Actors need to sell 40 tickets each.  Harvey moved here from California this year so it’s a great chance to help him out.  Prices and details to follow.  A little trivia:  Which Pittsford Rotary Member played the lead in “Carousel” when he was in high school?  Answer next week.

Brighton-Pittsford Post Article: Today’s edition of the Brighton-Pittsford Post had a great article on page 5A – that’s right the “A” section – about our donation of glass block to Green Acres through the RI grant program.  There is a nice photo of Bill Pieper, Lucille Simpson, and Marcia Mendola (the same photo that ran in the Accelerator last week).  Thanks to Bill for riding herd on this project.  He also gave due credit in the newspaper article to Gerry Vesling, Bob Thompson, Gaven Hurley, and Jackie & Peter Swift who donated the use of a SwiftLift to get the glass block into the building.

Local Club Events:  The Penfield Rotary Club has one last round in its Euchre Series 2002 on Sunday 3/17/02 at Camp Haccamo.  The price is $10 per person.   Registration is at 12:30pm.  

Address Change:  Our Yahoo Clubs address where I keep the club calendar, a few pictures, and rotary related links, has been changed to: http://clubs.yahoo.com/clubs/rotaryclubofpittsfordny .  It will ask you to re-verify your name / email.  Just follow the instructions and please update your bookmark if you use one.  Call me if you have any trouble.  There is a new look and the calendar is now available (read-only) to anyone who stops by the site.  Messages and other information is protected for members only.
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Volunteer Corner – Some ways to activate your good intentions:
NEEDED BY OUR CLUB – Volunteers to help with the copying and distribution of the weekly newsletter.  Please let Jim Murphy or Rick Haverty know if you can help out.

INTERACT ADVISOR(S) NEEDED – With new Interact clubs springing up at both Pittsford High Schools there is a need for at least one additional advisor to help Pat Mallery and Charlie Richardson.  Please contact either one of them if you’re interested in getting involved with our youth and future Rotarians.

OUR MAYONAISE SHELF NEEDS HELP! – We need volunteers for checking and filling the mayonnaise shelf at the Pittsford Food Cupboard – Call Pete Crooker to get on the rotation.

March 12 – Intervol will be sorting medical supplies once again.  Some Pittsford Interacters will be helping out as well.  Call Pat Mallery for details.  This is a Tuesday evening.

March 23 – School Committee Partnership needs volunteers – call Sandy Overmier at the YMCA

All spring – Pittsford Rotary Golf Tournament – See Patrick Mallery if you don’t have an assignment

Coming soon – Canal Trail and road clean-ups, Pete Crooker will update us when the time comes.

August 2 – Red Wings 50/50 raffle booth – details to follow

On-Going – Pittsford Food Cupboard, 2-hour shifts on Tuesdays or Fridays between 10:00am and 2:00pm and special events.
TODAY'S PROGRAM:  Pete Crooker introduced our guest, Lynda Howland, a world traveler who does great work in third world countries.  Lynda’s travels started some years back in India.  The conditions and situations she experienced on that trip and a following trip to Egypt drove her to action.  She traveled extensively and in 1992 started to send books to a school she had visited in Zimbabwe.  She has expanded her interests beyond books and has sent toys to a nursery school, financial aid to land mine victims in Cambodia, and more books and clothing to Orphans of parents who have died from AIDS.  Since then Lynda has visited scores of countries – 50 or more from the list she passed around.  She was also kind enough to bring photographs.  One of the most touching was perhaps the children of the nursery school holding their toys over their heads, or perhaps the Cambodian man with one leg, the other lost to a land mine.  The important thing is that Lynda has touched all their lives.  She shared the correspondance she has received from some of the people she has met, some hand written, some typed, and some emailed.  Here are brief excerpts from a couple that say a lot about the impact she has had:

“We really appreciate your interest in our efforts to keep this little school going – not many people, once they have left a place, take the time and money and make the effort to make a difference.”

· Yvonne Berkhout, Patron – Llombe Pre-school, Botswana

“… I perused through our sister schools and overseas sponsors file and I discovered that there is a whole section devoted to you.  I note also the efforts you and your colleagues have taken to assist us and I am overwhelmed.”

· Moyo A.S., Headmaster Nechilibi Rural Secondary school, Dete

Lynda would welcome help collecting books and clothing, but the biggest need is for money to ship the items.  She generally uses a “book rate” at about $1 per pound.  Books are very heavy.  She mentioned the recent donation of a set of encyclopedias for instance.  Gaven suggested a “Give a Book and a Buck” campaign.  There was a lot of chatter after the meeting with ideas of how we could help out.  If you have ideas please bring them forward.

We also found out that Pete Crooker has been involved in helping Lynda out in the past.  Pete mentioned a T-shirt campaign that went over really well.

Here is a follow-up message from Lynda:

Thank you so much for having me at your meeting today, and for the breakfast.  I was not feeling up to par, and as a result forgot to mention a few things.  The woman from the nursery school in Zambia suggested some things that they could use:  puzzles (wooden or otherwise - I sent a few, and she said the kids were thrilled because they'd never seen puzzles before), coloring books and crayons, paints, globes; also books for the primary school, specifically Enid Blyton books; and teacher manual type books.  (I sent some of the Highlight magazines with activities teachers could do with kids - she said the teachers were inspired.)  
As for Bhutan - where I'm going in April - I will be bringing a few books suitable for grades K - 4; they also suggested pens and pencils, as ours are different from the ones they have.  (He didn't say how, so I'll try to find out.)

If you could pass on these omissions to members, I would appreciate it.

I forgot the name of the man < John Bernacki >who donated his winnings from the drawing.  But please let him know that I went to Volunteers of America and bought a number of books to send to Zambia and some to go to Bhutan.

ROTARY INFORMATION:
  The Rotary Credit Card
[image: image6.wmf]Many of you got an invitation to open a Rotary Credit Card through MBNA sometime in the past few weeks.  Here are a few facts about the card:

· It’s a very good deal, 0% introductory rate and 9.9% after that

· There’s no annual fee
· A half of one percent of purchases goes from MBNA to Rotary International
· RI has realized over $1 million from this program to date
· There is an optional travel rewards program
· As President Gaven is found of saying, it spreads the word when you use it.
All that said, having too many credit cards – even if you don’t use them – is a bad thing for your personal credit.  Make sure you officially close credit lines you don’t need.  Also, Rotary has supplied MBNA with our names and addresses so the card offers could be sent to us.  If you would like your name off the list you can supply your name, address, and telephone number to Paula DiSabatino of MBNA.   She can be contacted by telephone at 800/906-6262.   The information can also be faxed to her at 312/640-5110.

For more information, please call MBNA at 800/523-7666, and mention Priority Code YJ4Q.
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Happy or Sad Dollars:  Ray Cornelius gave a couple happy dollars for meeting an Interacter at a mock trial.  The Interacter had nice words about Rotary and Charlie Richardson.  Lynn Freshman added to the kitty because her daughter was at the mock trial as well.  Lou’s daughter was elected to the Junior League in Washington DC.  Lou also went to PETS – the President Elect Training Session in Syracuse.  Peter Crooker gave a buck for Pittsford Sutherland winning the section V title.  Ken Stedman gave a happy dollar because we took an application for an exchange student from Brazil.  Jackie Swift gave a dollar because Peter went to Australia (or maybe because he got there safely).  Ken Smith gave in thanks for this morning’s snow – which was mostly melted by sundown.

50/50 WINNER: John Bernacki.  John gave the money to Lynda Howland – see the story in Lynda’s follow up to today’s program section.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:  "Wise men, though all laws were abolished, would lead the same life." - Aristophanes
JUST FOR FUN:  Did you happen to see the “One Man’s Treasure” joke in this month’s Rotarian?  It came from “Rotary Down Under” serving Australia, New Zealand, and the South Pacific.  It’s the same joke we published in the October 3, 2001 Accelerator!

A woman spent $60,000 on a funeral for her departed husband. This sparked an audit by the IRS. 
When asked how that amount of money was spent on the funeral, the woman replied, "$5,000 went for arrangements, $5,000 went for the casket, service and burial." 
"What about the other $50,000?” the IRS asked. 
The woman replied, "That went for a memorial stone." 
Bewildered, the IRS asked, "To cost that much, how large was the stone?" 
Beaming, the woman replied, "Three carets!"

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
FUTURE PROGRAMS:

MARCH PRIVATE AT ARMS:  JOY BENNETT

Online calendar can be found at - http://clubs.yahoo.com/clubs/rotaryclubofpittsfordny
* * * * * * * * * * * * * NEXT WEEK * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

13 March: < Joy Bennett > Jim Tedford – Lollypop Farm, the Humane Society of Rochester and Monroe County.  Ted says they are much more than just an animal shelter.  Hear how lollypop farm helps people too!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
20 March: < John Bernacki > F. Gordon Shay – Rochester in the Civil War

23 March: DISTRICT ASSEMBLY – SUNY GENESEO

27 March: < Frank Burns > Benincasa Hospice

3 April: < Jennel Clark > Lisa Musshafen, Dr. Chen – Strong Memorial Cardiac Transplant Group

10 April: < Chris Leone > Tim Hayes of Landmark Financial on Financial Planning

17 April: < Don Henderson > Joyce Cordello, Monroe County DOT Permit Assistant regarding Adopt-a-Highway

24 April: < Hank Ferris > Visit to the Pittsford Food Cupboard (following breakfast at Hick’s & McCarthy) Bring a jar of Mayo to help stock our shelf!

1 May: < Charlie Richardson > Know Your Member – Kathy Bills (and her amazing new knee)

8 May: < Bob Thompson > Robert Eaton – Coalition for Advocates for Personal Safety (CAPS).  Personal safety and crime prevention.
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The Rotary Club of Pittsford, New York


1-800-867-0513 extension 388





2001-2002 Club Officers				2001-2002 Board of Directors


President - J. Gaven Hurley 				Bob Thompson – Club Service


President Elect – Lou Christakos			Eric Perlman – Community Service


Vice President – Rick Haverty				John Bernaki – International Service


Secretary – Jackie Swift					Chris Lawrence – Vocational Service


Treasurer – Roger Zaenglein				Lew Wolfe


Sergeant-At-Arms – Frank Burns			Don Henderson
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The Rotary Club of Pittsford, New York		1-800-867-0513 extension 388


    2002-2003 Club Officers						2002-2003 Board of Directors


     President - Lou Christakos						Bob Thompson – Club Service


     President Elect – Rick Haverty					Jim D’Aiello – Community Service


     Vice President – John Bernacki					Jennel Clark– International Service


     Secretary – Jackie Swift						Pat Mallery – Vocational Service


     Treasurer – Roger Zaenglein						Pete Crooker 


     Sergeant-At-Arms – Frank Burns					Jim Murphy


     Private-At-Arms – Kathy Bills					Gaven Hurley – Past President
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