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     The Accelerator
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER  – THE ROTARY CLUB OF PITTSFORD, NY

Meets every Wednesday - Hicks & McCarthy @ 7 a.m.                               October 24, 2001

Editor- in-Chief Emeritus: Ray Robbins
Publisher: Carol Tasker

This Week’s Staff Editor: Rick Haverty

TODAY'S ROTARY TEAM           Presiding:  Rick Haverty          Invocation:  Matt Wahl
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Cher Niedermaier, Manager of Rochester’s Ronald McDonald House was our weekly speaker.

Story below.

VISITING ROTARIANS/GUESTS:  Chris Leon (prospective member), Tom O’Brien (guest of Peter Crooker and prospective member), Warren Channel (visiting Rotarian from Portsmouth VA).
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Don’t Forget to Turn Back Your Clocks!  We get an extra hour this Saturday night – I’ve been waiting for this since we lost it back in the spring!
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Pancake Supper:  The event is Tuesday afternoon / evening November 6th at Pittsford-Mendon High School from 5:00PM to 7:30PM.  Rotarians will be needed for set up starting at 3:00PM.  Ray Robbins has already sold 147 tickets!  He asked how many you’ve sold?  Don Henderson noted the Pittsford Volunteer Fire Department will set up a table at the dinner to give out information about the organization.  Don asked if there were any other community based groups that might want to do the same.  Please let Don know.  A thanks to Peter Crooker for acquiring our new display board.  It will be used for the first time at the Pancake Supper.

More Pancakes:  The Brighton Rotary Club has their pancake “meals” day on Thursday October 25 (hopefully before you read this).  They serve breakfast from 7:30-8:30, lunch from 11:30-1:30 and dinner from 4:45-7:30 at the Brighton Presbyterian Church – 1775 East Ave.  All proceeds go to Camp Haccamo.  

Green Acres & Pittsford Food Cupboard:  This week and next Bob Thompson is handling a dual collection.  We are suggesting each member donate $20.  The first $15 of your donation will help supply Thanksgiving dinners at Green Acres.  The remainder of the collection will go to the Pittsford Food Cupboard to help purchase meat products.

Pittsford Food Cupboard:  Peter Crooker announced that we are planning to help out the food cupboard.  One of their greatest needs is for meat products.  The holiday collection Bob is taking up is just the start of this effort.  Peter encouraged members to pay a visit to the food cupboard located in the Old Pickle Factory on Grove Street.  
Rotary Leadership Institute:  The training is November 10th in Canandaigua.  Please let Gaven know if you plan to attend.   Members pay 50% of the fee -  $42.50.
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Pittsford Musicals:  It’s on our calendar, but just a reminder because November 9th is coming up real soon!  See Jackie Swift for tickets.  Dinner is still planned for 5:00PM at Locust Hill and the show is at 8:00PM at Pittsford-Mendon High School.  

Eastern Cities Dinner:  Monday evening November 12th at the Riverside Convention Center, 5:15 reception & registration, 6:15PM dinner.  All new members since July 1, 2001 attending the dinner will be recognized by President Rick King.  The dinner will be in lieu of our regular meeting the same week.  Get your check in to Gaven in the amount of $37.50 per person (make out to Rotary Club of Pittsford).

Board Meeting Next Week:  A special meeting of the board was requested by Jim D’Aiello to present possible activities for the Ronald McDonald House.  Members of the board are requested to remain for about 15 minutes following the October 31st regular club meeting.  As always, all members are welcome to participate.

A Thank You:  Ray Robbins asked that I put a great big thank you in the newsletter for the Rotary bag he was awarded last week.  I don’t know why he’s thanking us – didn’t we give it to him so he could transport lobsters back from Maine for us??

Letter from John Branch: This is a note Ray received and wanted to pass on…
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Volunteer Corner – Some ways to activate your good intentions:

[image: image9.wmf]* Thanks!  To Patrick Mallory for helping out Frank Burns at the front this morning. 

* Bob & Clare Brown will be moving to Valley Manor.  Peter Crooker is organizing a garage sale to help them break up their house.  Volunteers are needed to help out.  The sale date is set for Saturday November 17th.  On that Thursday & Friday 9-noon people will be needed to help set things up and then on Saturday morning work the sale itself.  You are welcome to bring your own sale items if you like.  Peter passed around a sign-up sheet this morning.
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* Canalway Trail Inspection:  Monday the 29th from 10:00am to noon there will be an inspection tour of the section of the canal trail we adopted.  Interested club members should meet in the Burgundy Basin parking lot.  The purpose is to identify possible enhancements, point out where some trimming or cleanup work needs to be done, where some painting or even addition of things like a bench should be.   Peter Crooker is organizing the walk.

TODAY'S PROGRAM:  

Ronald McDonald House: Cher Niedermaier, Manager of Rochester’s Ronald McDonald House told us about the work they do.  They provide a “home” not just a house atmosphere for parents and families who have children with serious health issues.  People come from all over Western NY and sometimes much further to the Children’s Care center at Strong.  The house is within close proximity to the hospital and they run a van service to transport families.  They have a “pantry” with food supplied 100% by donation.  Volunteers also prepare meals, clean rooms, drive the van, write thank you notes and sometimes simply provide companionship for the families.  There are 20 bedrooms in the house with a limit of one bedroom per family.  They have been running at about an 80% occupancy rate.  Cher related a wonderful story about a child from Columbia who needed a liver transplant.  The newsletter that was handed out relates many other stories and gives a flavor of the services the House provides and the people they help.  You can read more about the Rochester Ronald McDonald House on the Internet at < http://www.ronaldshouse.com/ >.  Cher also let us know about a few things they could use at the house such as attic fans, shelving, and an entertainment center  – possible projects for our club.  Cher Niedermaier can be reached directly via email at (Cher@RonaldsHouse.com).  Our board will be discussing ways our club can help out.
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August 24, 2001

Pittsford Rotary Club
C/o Ray Robbins

42 Stuyvesant Road
Pittsford, N.Y. 14534

Dear Ray,

I have enjoyed receiving the Accelerator reqgularly, and I am
happy to contribute $100 to the non-profit activities of the club.

Also, I appreciate your mention of me in one of the recent
bulletins. I’m still a survivor, although my health has not been
too good this year. I’'ve decided not to travel anymore to other
cities. I am in my ninetieth year and feel fortunate to be here.
Asheville is a nice place to live.

If anyone in the club is passing through Asheville on the way
to Florida I would be happy to see them. Just call ahead - 828 299
1175.

Congratulations on your many years of service editing the
Accelerator. I see that you are now Editor In Chief Emeritus.
That’s a pretty ritzy title for an outhouse boy!

Cordially,

) i@w

John W. Branch



ROTARY INFORMATION:  Instead of the regular Rotary information this week I thought it would helpful to use this space to provide information about the Pittsford Food Cupboard.  They have some information on the web at  < http://stlouischurch.org/PFC.htm >.  Our own Harry Womeldorf is on the Board of Governors.  The following is lifted from that web site:

In March of 1998 the Pittsford Clergy Association opened a food cupboard in the Old Pickle Factory on Grove Street.   Following the pattern of Pittsford Youth Service, created by the churches in the 1970’s and the Elderberry Express, created by the churches in the 1980’s, the Pittsford Food Cupboard is now an independently incorporated agency.   A year of research preceded the opening.   Our needs assessment showed that over 100 children in the Pittsford Central School District received free or reduced priced lunches, reflecting a level of financial need, and that four percent of the village lived below the federal poverty level. We also know that folks came to the doors of the churches from a variety of areas.   The needs assessment was conducted by Jill Slaterpryce, a graduate student at Roberts Wesleyan, who served as the first Director of the Food Cupboard.   In April of 1998 Tom Driscoll became the Director, as Jill’s internship had ended. Initially we served 5 - 10 households a week, serving food and making referrals to agencies that help folks get back on their feet. 

 The first eye-opening facts began to emerge: Folks came to us for a variety of needs – disability, dramatic increase in family size, underemployment, ex-spousal failure to pay childcare, denial of food stamps, reduction in hours by employer, and chronic illness.   The number of clients soared until we were serving almost 80 households a week by March of 1999. That number of folks put a huge stress on our volunteers and our ability to stock food.   We closed for two months to re-image ourselves and start over.  

 We now serve a very manageable 20-35 households per week. Currently, 15% of our clients live within the Town of Pittsford.   We receive food from large-scale collections (e.g. Pittsford Middle School donated 1100 paper product items in October, 1999), individual donations, the United States Department of Agriculture and FoodLink, the regional food bank.

The Pittsford Food Cupboard 
Provides emergency and supplemental food, hygiene and paper products to individuals and families in need in our area. We service 
14534 – Pittsford        
 14445 – East Rochester   
 14610/14618 – Brighton, 
14620 and 14607 - City of Rochester. 
Folks are welcome to visit the Food Cupboard twice a month. 
We supply five days worth of food. 
We are open Tuesdays and Fridays from 10:00am until 2:00pm.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK:  "All songs are living ghosts that long for a living voice."   Poet Brendan Kennelly – Yes, our rendition of God Bless America this morning was a bit “spooky”!
JUST FOR FUN:  A marriage counselor was asking a woman some questions about her disposition.
"Did you wake up grumpy this morning?" he asked.
No, replied the woman, "I just let him sleep."
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
FUTURE PROGRAMS:
Online calendar can be found at - http://clubs.yahoo.com/clubs/rotaryclubofpittsfordny
* * * * * * * * * * * * * NEXT WEEK * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

31 Oct:  <Jackie Swift > Kim McCluski – President of the Pittsford School Board will speak on behalf of the State School Board Association.  She’ll also be happy to talk to us and answer questions about Pittsford schools.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
6 Nov (Tuesday 3:00PM – 7:30PM): Pancake Supper (No meeting on the 7th).  Sell plenty of tickets – make many pancakes – have a blast!

9 Nov: (Friday Evening) Pittsford Musicals – Dinner at Locust Hill @ 5:00PM, show @ 8:00PM

10 Nov (Saturday 7:30 – 4:30): Rotary Leadership Institute.  See Gaven if you’re interested in attending

12 Nov: (Monday evening): Eastern Cities Dinner.  This will be in lieu of this week’s breakfast meeting.  You are encouraged to attend and hear keynote speaker Richard King – President of Rotary International.  5:15 reception & registration, 6:15 dinner.

14 Nov:  No Meeting Today – Eastern Cities Dinner replaces our weekly venue

21 Nov: < Charlie Richardson > Ellen Weber – MITA, Multiple Intelligence Teaching Approach

28 Nov: < Brian Marcellus > TBD

5 Dec: (Wednesday Evening – no morning meeting): 19 Church Street Christmas Dinner

12 Dec: < Bob Thompson > TBD

19 Dec: < Bill Pieper > Donna Hepburn plans to visit us and will present a Paul Harris award to her son.  (Christmas Party?  Location?)

26 Dec: NO MEETING, Merry Christmas



The Rotary Club of Pittsford, New York


1-800-867-0513 extension 388





2001-2002 Club Officers				2001-2002 Board of Directors


President - J. Gaven Hurley 				Bob Thompson – Club Service


President Elect – Lou Christakos			Eric Perlman – Community Service


Vice President – Rick Haverty				John Bernaki – International Service


Secretary – Jackie Swift					Chris Lawrence – Vocational Service


Treasurer – Roger Zaenglein				Lew Wolfe


Sergeant-At-Arms – Frank Burns			Don Henderson
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