WEEKLY NEWSLETTER of THE ROTARY CLUB OF PITTSFORD, NY
Meets every Wednesday — Pittsford Library @ 7:00 am March 21, 2007

This Week’s Reporters: Jim Cameron and Jerry Gambino Publisher: Jim Murphy
Editor: Jerry Gambino Editor Emeritus: Ray Robbins
Photographer: Bruce Spector
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Attendance: 28 members; speaker Mr. Montanarella; two exchange students—Ana and Chiara; one
honorary member, Jan Smith; visiting Assistant District Governor Bob McGlynn; totaling 33 in attendance.
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" +4 &%56 W7 %774 7 6 67  If you have an announcement to make at a club meeting please provide
the details to the newsletter writers either by paper copy or by email to bruce@spectors.org .

President Lynn Freshman returned from a visit to Munich, Germany and Salzburg,
Austria. She had the good fortune to attend a meeting with the North Salzburg Rotary
Club and had a chance to compare notes with them. The Salzburg club does not yet
have any women members, and seems to highlight individual civic duties rather than the
team approach espoused by our organization. They were a very pleasant group who
gave Lynn a unique gift—a booklet giving information about the club and a copy of a
manuscript of Mozart’s Fantasy in C minor. It was a wonderful gesture and we owe
them our thanks.

Lynn reviewed the upcoming calendar of events starting with the District Assembly at

the East Rochester High School on March 31. Registration is at 8 AM with the opening session at 8:45.
The assembly closes at 12:40 PM followed by lunch. It is a great opportunity to learn more about Rotary
for new and prospective board members.



On the same night of March 31, Habitat for Humanity will have a fund raising dinner catered by Mario’s at
the St. Louis Catholic Church between 6 and 9 PM. Ticket prices are $15 for adults and $7 for children.
There will also be a silent auction at this event, and Tom Gunter-Kremers is looking for volunteers to
donate their time or service. Please let Tom know at the March 28 breakfast meeting.

On Saturday April 14 the Honeoye Falls—Mendon Club will be hosting a Finger Lakes winery tour.
Please let Lynn know if you are interested.

On the same night, April 14, District 7120 will have its Rotary Lacrosse night at the Blue Cross Arena with
the Rochester Knighthawks. Tickets are $20 with end seats at $15.

The Canal Clean Sweep will be on April 21 as the Pittsford Rotary Club is responsible for a two mile
stretch of the canal from the village to Bushnell’s Basin. The Interact club will help and it is all a part of
Earth Day festivities. More details will follow.

The first ever Triple District Conference will be held at Turning Stone in Verona, NY on May 4-6. Lynn has
information packets and reservation forms for golf. Please sign up as soon as possible since room
availability is dwindling.

On May 19 we will host our annual Fishing Derby at Powder Mills Park from 8-10AM. Kevin O’Grady is in
charge of the event and will follow with details soon.

Looking further into the future, Positively Pittsford (and our chicken barbecue, “Birds for Words”) will take
place on June 9, and the LPGA golf tournament is June 18-24.

Gaven Hurley has a meeting coming up with Nazareth College involving feedback on the Taste of
Pittsford. He is looking for any comments from our club.

Pete Crooker attended the PETS (President Elect Training Seminar) in Binghamton this past weekend.
The Rotary theme next year will be “Rotary Shares”. The seminar consisted of many workshops with the
purpose of learning how to recruit new members and retain existing membership. It was a big event since
many clubs were involved—68 from the Rochester area, 48 from Syracuse, 43 from Binghamton, and 46
from the Albany area. Pete asked if we spoke with anyone at the Taste of Pittsford who might want to
become a member. Our fund-raising events are good for recruiting new members also.

Asst. District Governor Bob McGlynn mentioned Pete will be developing a planning guide
with his board and noted he won the Valedictorian award at the seminar!

Jim Cameron reminded| that we should be thinking of person in the Pittsford community
(and not in our club) who have who has been exemplary in community service over the
past year. We will present the Ed Francis community service award
to this individual at our annual dinner in June.




Lynn Freshman mentioned there will be a sneaker-mobile at the Tri-Cities dinner, and the club with the
most sneakers will win the competition. All footwear with useable life left is eligible for donation. Please
bring them to the next several Wednesday morning breakfast meetings.

Lynn gave us some highlights of her emails from our brave member, Nina Rummel, who is serving on a
medical team for the Danish army in Iraq. Some of the comments listed below really make us aware of
the difficult situation for people serving in Iraq.

Truck routes into Iraq switch every day to help avoid car bombs.

The car Nina rides in has been obviously riddled with bullets or shrapnel.

Poverty is extremely apparent.

A water system is under development nearby to help serve 220,000 people without an adequate
fresh water supply.

There have been several helicopter alerts—times when the base may come under attack.

The troops could use care packages, and her particular group is looking for a volleyball game.
Sand gets into everything.

It is a relatively quiet day, “only” nine persons in the hospital.

For 2 2 hours yesterday they filled sandbags to fortify the area surrounding their tents.

Bombs exploded a few days ago timed with the hanging of the former Iraq secretary of state. The
camp had to be searched for unexploded bombs.

Many soldiers contracted food poisoning from an American fast food restaurant situated in Iraq
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Pat Mallery introduced our speaker Mr. Paul Montanarella, principal of the Henry
Longfellow School 36 in the Rochester school district. March is Rotary’s literacy
month, and there is no better time for Mr. Mont to make a return visit to our club. Pat
continues that the school is located in the north east section of Rochester where the
area is characterized by over 90% poverty, 58% of the city’s homicides occur in the
district area, extremely high unemployment and illiteracy, and the building is over
one hundred years old.

Mr. Mont quickly mentioned that everything is put into perspective when you listen to
the emails coming from Nina Rummel in Irag. Two years ago Mr. Mont spoke with
our club and we talked about a partnership at that time to help his students in any
way possible. This partnership has quickly become a friendship over the past two
years thanks to the help of the Pittsford Rotary club.

Mr. Mont gave away baseball caps proudly sporting the school’s colors of blue and gold with an insignia
consisting of an eagle and the words “School 36”. He suggested maybe we could wear them at the fishing
derby!

Mr. Mont says his glass is always half full, but he works with people who have glasses half empty. He
related the story of the fictitious teacher, Mrs. Drexler who was given the class nobody wanted. She was
determined to help the students since she considered herself an excellent teacher. After two weeks she
found it very difficult and decided to review the kids’ records. She found the numbers 137, 146, 132, and
other similarly numbered records and noted that the |IQs were extremely high, so perhaps she was not
challenging the students enough. She prepared tougher and more challenging lessons and after the
second week it made a noticeable difference. The principal was amazed and inquired how she was so
successful where others failed. Mrs. Drexler mentioned she challenged the students due to their high 1Q
numbers in their file. The principal exclaimed, those numbers were their locker numbers! She “raised the
bar” for the kids and it worked! It is a life lesson for all of us.

Mr. Mont handed out a yellow sheet giving us information about the school. He is proud of
some of it, and not so proud of some other statistics. He feels it does not help to blame the
community as he can only look at what can be done to help the students. Three years ago
it appeared the state would be closing the school, but it survived because it is too valuable
to the community. The partnership with us has helped. Special thanks go to Pat Mallery for
his donation of a piano a few months back.

The newspapers list facts about city schools without putting them in perspective. There needs to be a
better connection between home and school. It is a very difficult area of the city, and just survival is
important.

In the near future some of his students have a chance to visit a horse farm in Pittsford and have a tour of
the Geneseo College campus, which is just a wonderful opportunity for them.

Some of the children are inactive, overweight, and don’t always participate in physical education.
Sometimes they don’t even have outfits for P.E. The Pittsford Rotary club is looking at replacing six
stationary bikes which were stolen a few months ago. This wonderful gesture will help the kids who are
unable to exercise on the gym floor.

Mr. Mont is always trying to increase literacy. 4400 books were donated by a suburban school and it is
helping the kids. On June 7 there will be an outdoor party at the school, and Mr. Mont with other
educators will be cooking. We are all invited to come, and don’t forget to wear our hats!



Mr. Mont has been an inspiration to our club for the past two years, and we hope to continue with our
strong support of him and his school.
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Peter Crooker—college hockey comes to Rochester.

Pat Mallery—thank you for all of the members and Interacters who spent time at PS 36.

Bob Vukosic—Thank you Mr. Mont for a wonderful talk.

Lynn Freshman—Gilad to be back after all of the difficulty with the airlines last weekend.

Mr. Mont—for his great friends at Pittsford Rotary.

Richard Colby—great concert by Paul Stuart.

Bob McGlynn—great speech by Mr. Mont.

Jerry Gambino—Thank you Mr. Mont for the inspirational talk.

Gaven Hurley—Thanking Mr. Mont for his support of the Taste of Pittsford.

Malcolm Bugler—finally has a house in Pittsford and is now working on programs across the country.
Paul Stuart—for the great photo of his daughter working at Oven Door Bakery during the Taste of Pittsford.
John Bernacki—for Mr. Mont and a challenge to the Rotary board to obtain a volleyball set for Nina.
Matt Wahl—likes the eagle mascot of Mr. Mont’s school. Go Eagles!

— -t w7

The jackpot was $81. Malcolm and Tara did not pull aces.
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The February 2007 District Newsletter has been published at http://www.rotary7120.org/DistrictNewsletter.cfm
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If you know someone who would be an interesting speaker, contact Bob Vukosic for scheduling.
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3/14/07 | Rome Celli Front Line School Issue Richard Colby Jim Cameron
3/21/07 | Mr. Mont. School 36 Peter Crooker Richard Colby
Hydrogen Energy — New Energy
3/28/07 | Jamie Winebrake Technologies Hank Ferris Peter Crooker
4/4/07 Lynn Freshman Club Assembly Curt Fey Hank Ferris
4/11/07 | Fred Kopp The Seed of a Good Idea Tom Frisina Curt Fey
4/18/07 | Kathy Pearce Cameron Community Ministries Jerry Gambino Tom Frisina
4/25/07 | Kathy Connor Rochester Without George Eastman Bobbie Gardiner Jerry Gambino
Ray Cornelius and Tom Gunter-

5/2/07 Natella Reinstein From Russia with Love Kremers Bobbie Gardiner

Tom Gunter-
5/9/07 Brian Domke Calkins Rd. architectural features Don Henderson Kremers
5/16/07 | Rev. Errol E. Hunt Frederick Douglass Don Henderson
5/23/07 | Ron Johnson Clean Money / Clean Elections
5/30/07 | Len Stathan Partners in Community Development
6/6/07 Interact Leaders Interact Clubs Report
6/13/07 | Exchange Students Year End Student Reports
6/20/07 | Lynn Freshman Club Assembly
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The Rotary Club of Pittsford, New York 1-800-867-0513 x-56312

;..32;..A 14/ ;.-.32;..AB /=

President —Lynn Freshman i Club Service — Mary Alice Price
President Elect — Peter Crooker 07 Pitts Comm Serv--Fred Kopp

Vice President — Bob Vukosic Nt Fund Raising—Gaven Hurley
Secretary — Jerry Gambino SERVICE Out of Pittsford CS—Richard Colby
Treasurer — Kevin O’Grady Vocational Service—Jim Cameron

Past President — Pat Mallery International Service—Matt Wahl
Sergeant-At-Arms — Frank Burns Membership — Peter Crooker
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Chair — Jim Murphy Other Voting Members: Don Henderson Bruce Spector
Club President — Lynn Freshman  John Bernacki Rick Haverty
Treasurer — Jack Pickering Ric Juszkiewicz Peggy Martin
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